334                         CHAPTER XII

nature, delighted in her company, overwhelmed
her with favours and attentions, and found in her
the embodiment of virtues that he revered but
never practised.

Although she never meddled in politics, the
Dauphine wanted her eldest son to marry the
princess Amelie, daughter of Frederick-Christian,
Elector of Saxony. Reserve and discretion prevent-
ed her from formulating this wish so dear to her
heart, or from expressing a desire which would
have filled her with joy.

It seemed highly desirable to her that Clothilde
and the Due de Berry should marry members of
her own family; she had misgivings aboutChoiseuPs
projects, and feared the Court of Vienna.

Nevertheless in 1766 when Louis XV asked her
what she thought about the young Archduchess
Marie-Antoinette coming to Versailles, she broke
her long silence and advised against such a step,
holding back negotiations for several months.

Attacked by the same evil as had carried off her
husband, she died on i3th March 1767 leaving
five children, and taking with her the unanimous
regret of all who had come in contact with her;
no princess was more lamented. Contemporaries
sing her praises, telling of her virtues, her kindness,
and the air of frankness and grace that emanated
from her person. A few months later Stanislas
Leczinski passed away; and a new "wound opened
in the queen's heart.

In November 1767 that sad heart failed a worn
out body; Marie Leczinska began to suffer from